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Guidelines for Receiving Pet Food Assistance 
 
 

Fort Wayne Pet Food Pantry (FWPFP) provides free pet food to people who are struggling financially and 
cannot afford to feed their pets. If you are able to provide for your pets, then please leave this food for 
those pets who are less fortunate than your own. 
 
All recipients of products from FWPFP acknowledge, understand, and consent to the following terms of 
this program: 
 
Applications will be reviewed once a year to see if you still meet the requirements for assistance.  
 
Change of address should be brought to FWPFP’s attention right away so your file can be updated at that 
time. 
 
If your number of pets decreases or your financial situation improves, you agree to notify FWPFP on your 
next visit. You also agree to not actively search for additional pets. 
 
Only one application will be accepted per address.  
 
Applicants may receive pet food on their first visit without prior approval, but must have an approved 
application within one month of their first visit. 
 
Spay/neuter is strongly encouraged as a part of being a responsible pet owner. Please see H.O.P.E. for 
Animals’ brochure for services and prices. 
 
FWPFP is a supplemental pet food program and most likely will not be able to provide enough food to 
feed all of your pets until the next distribution date. 
 
Since the food we provide is based on donations, we cannot guarantee the brand or amount of food that 
will be given each time. Brands may vary from week to week, therefore your pet(s) may experience 
stomach upset due to the change in food. Requests for special types of food will be considered but not 
guaranteed. Amount of food given may vary from week to week depending on available supply. 
 
Pet food may have recent expiration dates but is still suitable for consumption to the best of the pet food 
pantry’s knowledge. 
 
FWPFP receives notifications on pet food recalls and will notify patrons to the best of our ability if there is 
a possibility recalled food was given out. However, we cannot guarantee that patrons will be notified prior 
to giving the food to their pets. You can visit 

http://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/SafetyHealth/RecallsWithdrawals/default.htm to access the FDA’s 

link to the latest recalls. 
 
 
Food received from FWPFP cannot be resold. Doing so will result in immediate termination of our 
services. 
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Other pet related items such as toys, treats, cat litter, bedding, cages, crates, clothing, bird food, etc. are 
donated and are not available every time. These items as well as dog and cat food are all distributed on a 
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE basis. Quantities per person may be limited so that we may serve as many 
as possible. 
 
FWPFP is typically open every other Saturday from 11am-noon. Dates are scheduled ahead of time and 
can be found on our website www.fwpetfoodpantry.com, and our answering machine 260-478-4851. 
Flyers with our dates and contact info are available at the food distributions.  
 
FWPFP reserves the right to reschedule distribution dates, times, or location in the event of a scheduling 
conflict or holiday. Changes are typically made in advance and communicated to patrons at distribution, 
as well as our website and answering machine.  
 
If your application has been approved, and there comes a time that you are unable to pick up your own 
food, you may send someone else in your place but they must bring a note signed by you confirming your 
name, address, how many pets you have, and reason for not coming. This practice should be an 
exception, and not the rule. 
 
We ask for a small donation that you can afford but do not require it. Giving back with your time and 
volunteering with us is another way to say thanks and help us help others. 
 
All recipients must agree to not have any animal outside, on a rope or chain, 24 hrs a day, 7 days a week.  
 
All recipients with dogs agree to not participate in any dog-fighting related activities. Discovery of this 
activity will guarantee an immediate report to law enforcement. DOGFIGHTING IS ILLEGAL AND 
INHUMANE! 
 
FWPFP provides assistance only with pet food. We do not possess medical training and cannot diagnose 
your pet(s) symptoms or injuries. We will do our best to refer you to other organizations that may be able 
to help you. 
 
FWPFP is not an animal rescue organization. If you have a pet you are trying to rehome, we will do our 
best to refer you to other organizations that may be able to help you. 
 
FWPFP is not a law enforcement agency; however, if we suspect an animal is being abused, neglected, 
or otherwise receiving inadequate care, we reserve the right to contact law enforcement officials which 
could lead to an investigation which may include a home visit.  FWPFP will share pet owner’s information 
with authorities as needed. 

You agree to allow someone at FWPFP to visit and inspect your pet’s condition and environment at any 
time. 

FWPFP reserves the right to refuse assistance to animal breeders, puppy mills, or animal hoarders. 
 
FWPFP reserves the right to terminate or deny pet owners from this program at our discretion.  
Providing false information will result in denial of assistance. 
 
FWPFP reserves the right to change the terms of this program without prior notice to pet owners. 
 
Please respect FWPFP’s building and property so that we may continue to have a place to serve you and 
your pets. 
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Please read the following carefully: 
 
By signing this page, I agree to abide by the above guidelines set forth by Fort Wayne Pet Food Pantry 
(FWPFP), and I understand that FWPFP reserves the right to change these guidelines as needed to best 
serve their patrons and their pets. I understand that FWPFP is intended to be a supplementary source of 
pet food and is not equipped to be the sole source of food for my pets. I agree to request food only as 
needed so that those who are less fortunate than me may be served. 
 
 
Liability Release (Required) 
 
I,     ________________________________understand that by 
signing and agreeing to this statement, I agree that the items provided to me; food, treats, or any other 
supplies provided to me to me by Fort Wayne Pet Food Pantry, are free of foreign and/or harmful objects 
that could hurt or cause injury to my pet(s). In the event that my pet(s) become ill or perishes, I fully 
release Fort Wayne Pet Food Pantry and all volunteers and staff from any legal, financial or civil liability. 
 
Print Name:        
 
Sign:          Date:    
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 


